
WHAT IS BUSINESS 

CASUAL ATTIRE? 

BASICS 
Business casual is a classic 

crisp & neat look that is 

appropriate in many settings. 

The business casual look is well 

put together, clean, and 

pressed. It is not gym, cocktail, 

party, or picnic attire, nor is it 

tight or baggy clothing. 

MEN’S ATTIRE 

Pants: Causal pants (no jeans) in crisp fabrics.  

Navy, black, gray, brown, and khaki are traditional 

colors. 

Shirts: Tailored shirts (not too big, not too small) 

are appropriate for a business casual look. Long-

sleeved shirts are considered dressier than short-

sleeves and are appropriate even in summer. White, 

light blue, and pinstriped shirts are traditional.  

Shoes: Leather shoes are nice. No sandals, flip flops, 

athletic shoes, or hiking boots. 

Ties: Ties are generally not necessary for business 

casual, but if in doubt, wear a tie. It is better to be 

slightly overdressed than underdressed. 

A note for the gentlemen: Skinny everything is in 

these days, we feel your pain!  Leave some breathing 

room in your shirts and especially in your trousers. 

Yes your pants can be too skinny.  Nice dress shoes 

go a long way, you can do better than Ryan 

Gosling’s shoes in the picture above.  Still confused? 

Ask a trusted adult, do not let TV or social media be 

your guide! 

WOMEN’S ATTIRE 

Pants/skirts: Casual pants or skirts (no jean 

material) in crisp fabrics.  Navy, black, gray, brown, 

and khaki are traditional colors. Skirts should be no 

more than 2-3 inches above the knee. Skirts below 

the knee work well.   

Shirt/sweaters: Tailored shirts (not too big, not too 

small) or blouses are appropriate for a business 

casual look.  Solid colored shirts are traditional. 

Shoes: Leather or fabric/microfiber shoes are nice. 

No flip flops, athletic shoes, or hiking boots.  Both 

flats or heels are traditional for a business casual 

look.  

A note for the ladies: Finding inexpensive, quality  

women’s clothes is a bit of a challenge! We feel 

your pain.  A blazer and dark, solid hosiery or 

leggings go a long way in making many outfits 

business casual. If you are worried about the length 

of your skirt, make sure your tights/hosiery are dark 

enough that you cannot tell the color of your 

undergarments.  Still confused? Ask a trusted adult, 

do not let TV or social media be your guide! 


