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Presenting at the Faculty 
Mentor Program Research 
Symposium 



+ FMP Symposium 
May 27, 2015 
Price Center West Ballrooms 



+
Practice Session May 20 
In this room 



+ Nuts & Bolts of the Symposium 
Conference Schedule 

!  4:30 Conference opening: food & 
set up 

!  5:00 Opening remarks 

!  5:15 Outstanding Mentor Awards 

!  5:30-6:30 Session 1 

!  6:30-7:00 Break 

!  7:00-8:00 Session 2 

Sessions will be assigned randomly. 

!  You need to register online. 

!  When you register, you can 
nominate your professor for 
Outstanding Mentor. 

!  You will need to show up before 
your presentation to set up your 
poster. 

!  We will have forms available for 
the attendees to give you 
feedback on your presentation. 

!  Please try to show up for the 
entire Symposium to see the 
other student presentations & 
give them feedback. 

!  There will be food, but not until 
6:40. 



+ A Few More Details 
! You will be able to receive feedback and give 

feedback to other students.  

! Feedback is intended to help the presenter, not test 
him or her, so don’t worry about having all of the 
answers.  

! You should wear business casual, but be sure to wear 
comfortable shoes, as you will be on your feel for a 
while. 

! Wear something with pockets. 



+ A Few More Details 

!  You will likely be able to get in early.  When I know the exact 
time, I will send you an email 

!  You can also drop off your poster at my office before noon on 
Wednesday if you don’t want to carry it around.  Be sure to put 
your name on the outside. 



WHAT IF MY PROJECT IS NOT 
FINISHED? 

!  Don’t panic! 

!  Present what you have 

!  Use preliminary results  

!  Discuss future work 

!  Focus on context, purpose, 
goals 

!  You won’t be the only one not 
finished 

Last image, C. 2010 by Lestaret 



+ Basics of your poster 

!  Typical size is 36” high and 48” 
high. 

!  No smaller than 24” high and 36” 
wide. 

!  Stand itself is 48” high by 70” 
wide. 

!  Printed poster or printouts on 
poster board. 

!  Poster will be taped with blue 
tape to stand. 

!  You will not have a table. 

!  Font should be no smaller than 
24 pt. 

!  Avoid large text blocks. 

!  Readability is essential.  Be sure 
it’s clear what comes first, 
second, etc. 

!  Remember that your poster is a 
social artifact. 

!  Check with your mentor to see 
what s/he expects. 

!  Citations must be included! 



+



+ What goes in your poster? 
!  Your goal or objectives 

!  Background on research that has come before 

!  Your methodology 

!  Your results 

!  The significance of your project 

!  Important formulas, dates, names titles, etc. 

!  Assume your audience will be general, not specific to your 
discipline.* 

!  Ask your mentor about proprietary, other restrictions on 
information. 



+ How to start making a poster in 
PowerPoint 
!  With a preexisting template: (available on the blog) 

Open PowerPoint, then open your template, and start working. 

!  Without a preexisting template: 

Open PowerPoint as a blank slide.  Set the slide size to your desired size 
(this is in different places in different versions of PowerPoint). 

!  When you’re ready to print: 

Don’t wait until the last minute! 

You can use the Cplot through UCSD’s ACMS or private vendors Replica or 
Scantech.  Imprints will also print posters.  Kinko’s will print your poster, but is 
much more expensive. 

You can use other program other than PowerPoint, but use something you’re 
familiar with and that can scale up to your needed size. 



Basic format 



Basic format, 2 



 
Blocks should read from top to bottom 
within a column, columns should read 
from left to right. 
 
Path should be easy to follow for the 
viewer. 
 
Pick colors that are interesting and 
make the poster easy to read. 
 
Do not steal other people images – 
you must cite what you use! 
Exceptions are clipart that is included 
in the software you use to create your 
poster.  
GOOGLE IMAGES IS NOT A 
SOURCE, IT IS A SEARCH ENGINE. 
 
 
Avoid shadow, 3D, and other text 
effects. 
 
 
 



+ Choose a font that is clear & sets 
the right tone. 
!  Ariel 

“If we knew what it was we were 
doing, it would not be called 
research” – Albert Einstein. 
 
!  Times New Roman 

“If we knew what it was we were 
doing, it would not be called 
research” – Albert Einstein. 
 
!  Courier

“If we knew what it was 
we were doing, it would 
not be called research” – 
Albert Einstein.

!  Calibri'
“If'we'knew'what'it'was'we'were'
doing,'it'would'not'be'called'
research”'–'Albert'Einstein.'

!  Geneva
“If we knew what it was we 
were doing, it would not be 
called research” – Albert 
Einstein.

!  Lucida Calligraphy 
 

“If we knew what it was we 
were doing, it would not be 
called research” – Albert 
Einstein. 
 



The font and colors will have a strong 
effect on how the material is viewed. 

Research in my topic

By Good Student

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 
placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus 
odio feugiat a. Integer molestie 

luctus arcu, non suscipit dui varius 
in. Maecenas enim erat, rutrum sit 
amet porta quis, scelerisque nec 

nulla. Praesent auctor felis eu 
rutrum vehicula. Aliquam commodo, 
ante eu auctor eleifend, arcu justo 
interdum leo, a congue nibh sapien 

eget augue. Nam luctus tellus 
placerat, sodales nisi vitae, 

accumsan elit. Nam luctus mi nulla, 
in gravida enim rutrum vitae. 

Research in my topic 

By Good Student 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 

placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus odio 
feugiat a. Integer molestie luctus arcu, 
non suscipit dui varius in. Maecenas 
enim erat, rutrum sit amet porta quis, 
scelerisque nec nulla. Praesent auctor 

felis eu rutrum vehicula. Aliquam 
commodo, ante eu auctor eleifend, arcu 

justo interdum leo, a congue nibh 
sapien eget augue. Nam luctus tellus 
placerat, sodales nisi vitae, accumsan 
elit. Nam luctus mi nulla, in gravida 

enim rutrum vitae.  

 



Text is easier to read without shadow, fill, 
etc. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 
placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus 
odio feugiat a. Integer molestie 

luctus arcu, non suscipit dui varius 
in. Maecenas enim erat, rutrum sit 
amet porta quis, scelerisque nec 

nulla. Praesent auctor felis eu 
rutrum vehicula. Aliquam commodo, 
ante eu auctor eleifend, arcu justo 
interdum leo, a congue nibh sapien 

eget augue. Nam luctus tellus 
placerat, sodales nisi vitae, 

accumsan elit. Nam luctus mi nulla, 
in gravida enim rutrum vitae. 

Research in my topic

By Good Student

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 
placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus 
odio feugiat a. Integer molestie 

luctus arcu, non suscipit dui varius 
in. Maecenas enim erat, rutrum sit 
amet porta quis, scelerisque nec 

nulla. Praesent auctor felis eu 
rutrum vehicula. Aliquam commodo, 
ante eu auctor eleifend, arcu justo 
interdum leo, a congue nibh sapien 

eget augue. Nam luctus tellus 
placerat, sodales nisi vitae, 

accumsan elit. Nam luctus mi nulla, 
in gravida enim rutrum vitae. 

 



Solid background are easier to read & 
feel more modern than gradients. 

Research in my topic

By Good Student

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 
placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus 
odio feugiat a. Integer molestie 

luctus arcu, non suscipit dui 
varius in. Maecenas enim erat, 

rutrum sit amet porta quis, 
scelerisque nec nulla. Praesent 
auctor felis eu rutrum vehicula. 

Research in my topic

By Good Student

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce 
placerat nulla velit, sed dapibus 
odio feugiat a. Integer molestie 

luctus arcu, non suscipit dui 
varius in. Maecenas enim erat, 

rutrum sit amet porta quis, 
scelerisque nec nulla. Praesent 
auctor felis eu rutrum vehicula. 

 



+ Colors 
!  Warm colors connote warmth, 

home, earth, comfort, and older 
things.  They can also express 
heat, danger. 

!  Contrasting colors pop              
✪✪✪✪         

!  similar colors are more 
harmonious.                      
✪✪✪✪ 

!  Brown, blue, yellow, and green 
connote nature. 

!  Cool colors connote calm, 
technology, sea, sky, and more 
modern things. 

!  Some resources for colors: 
!  Pantone 
!  Color Matters 



One of the first color wheels 
by Moses Harris (ca.1776). 



+ Design 

!  Horizontal designs are calming. 

!  Diagonals connote movement/action. 

!  Be sure that the most amount of 
space is given to the most important 
aspects of your presentation! 

!  Negative space is your friend! 

!  Reminder: clarity before beauty. 



+ Make sure your tone is appropriate 
for your content. 

 

Student 
retention 

& 
Success 

 

(                 ) 

(                 ) 



+ Images should tell a story, not just 
be there for decoration 

   
 
 
Avoid tacky clip art 

Make sure your images relate to your presentation. 

  

 

No human 
being would 

actually 
stand like 

this. Here’s to 
the 

uncanny 
valley!!! 



Poster by Eric Couch, et al. via Penn State 



Poster by Nicole Soper Gorden via Better Posters 



Poster by Alexis Rudd via Better Posters 



Poster by Kristina Killgrove via Better Posters 



By 
Michael 
Barton, 
from his 
website 
Bio-
infomatics 
Zen 



+ From the website Information is Beautiful 
(.net): an excellent resource for inspiration 



+ You’re going to have to talk, too! 

Talk to your audience 
"  Think of ways to engage those 

you’re talking to – ask them 
questions about what they know, if 
they have any experience with your 
topic, etc.  

"  Try to think of questions you have 
for your audience about your 
research or feedback for your 
presentation.  

"  Ask them their names! 

Prepare a 2-3 minute overview 
of your project. 

!  Cover the basics of your 
project:  
#  Why are you doing it?  What 

is the context? 
#  What is your research 

question? 
#  What is your methodology or 

theoretical framework? 
#  What did you find? (or 

expect to find) 
#  Why is what you found 

significant?  What are the 
implications? 

#  What will be done in the 
future? 

Handling Questions 
!  Repeat the question 
!  Answer what you can. 
!  Address your answer to the 

group. 
!  Be prepared to discuss 

applications of your research. 



+  See the blog for templates & details 
FMPUCSD.WORDPRESS.COM 

See me or your mentor (or Google) individually if 
you need to know more on how to use 
PowerPoint to make a poster. 
 
 
Karen Van Ness: kvanness@ucsd.edu 
 


